
CITY OF SAN RAFAEL 
 

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 

 
 

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM 

 

 
DATE:  April 9, 2025 
TO: KRISTINA TIERNEY 
FROM: Robert Sinnott, Fire Prevention Division  
SUBJECT: Planning File #PLAN24-149 - 555 NORTHGATE DR 
 Design review application for new affordable housing project 
             

 
Application is complete regarding Fire Prevention review at the Development Application Phase. 
 
This memorandum is intended to assist the applicant in determining the feasibility of this project and in 
the preparation of construction documents regarding compliance with the California Code of Regulations 
Title 24 and local ordinance requirements.  After review of the application and plans provided for this 
project, the Fire Prevention Bureau has the following comments: 
 
1.  The design and construction of all site alterations shall comply with the 2022 California Fire 

Code, current NFPA Standards, and all applicable City of San Rafael Ordinances and 
Amendments. 

 
2.  Deferred Submittals for the following fire protection systems shall be submitted to the Fire 

Prevention Bureau for approval and permitting prior to installation of the systems: 
 

a. Fire Sprinkler plans (Deferred Submittal to the Fire Prevention Bureau) 
b. Fire Standpipe plans (Deferred Submittal to the Fire Prevention Bureau) 

i. Note fire sprinkler and standpipe can be a combination system. 
c. Fire Underground plans (Deferred Submittal to the Fire Prevention Bureau) 
d. Fire Alarm plans (Deferred Submittal to the Fire Prevention Bureau) 

 
3.  The fire apparatus access roadway must conform to all provisions in CFC Section 503 and Appendix D. 

 
4.  A fire apparatus access plan shall be prepared for this project. Fire apparatus plan shall show the 

location the following: 
 

a. Designated fire apparatus access roads. 
b. Red curbs and no parking fire lane signs. 
c. Fire hydrants. 
d. Fire Department Connection (FDC). 
e. Double detector check valve. 
f. Street address sign. 
g. Recessed Knox Box 
h. Fire Alarm annunciator panel. 
i. NFPA 704 placards. 
j. Provide a note on the plan, as follows: The designated fire apparatus access roads and fire 

hydrant shall be installed and approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau prior construction of 
the building. 



 
 
5.  A Knox Box is required at the primary point of first response to the building.  A recessed mounted 

Knox Box # 3200 Series is required for new buildings.  Due to building size, a 4400 Series might 
be needed to accommodate all the keys. The Knox Box shall be clearly visible upon approach to 
the main entrance from the fire lane. Note the Knox Box must be installed from 72” to 78” above 
finish grade; show the location on the plans. https://www.knoxbox.com/commercial-knoxboxes/ 

 
6.  A Knox key switch is required for driveway or access road automatic gates. 

https://www.knoxbox.com/gate-keys-and-padlocks/ 
 

7.  On site fire hydrants could be required. Residential model: Clow 950. Commercial Model: Clow 
960.  
 

8.  When additions or alterations are made, the nearest existing fire hydrant shall be upgraded. 
Residential model: Clow 950. Commercial Model: Clow 960.   

 
9.  When a building is fully sprinklered all portions of the exterior building perimeter must be located 

within 250-feet of an approved fire apparatus access road. 
  

a. The minimum width of the fire apparatus access road is 20-feet. 
b. The minimum inside turning radius for a fire apparatus access road is 28 feet. 
c. The fire apparatus access road serving this building is more than 150-feet in length; 

provide an approved turn-around.  Contact the Fire Prevention Bureau for specific details. 
 

10.  If the building is over 30 feet in height, an aerial fire apparatus access roadway is required parallel 
to one entire side of the building. 
  

a. The Aerial apparatus access roadway shall be located within a minimum 15 feet and a 
maximum of 30 feet from the building. 

b. The minimum unobstructed width for an aerial fire apparatus access road is 26-feet. 
c. Overhead utility and power lines shall not be located within the aerial fire apparatus access 

roadway, or between the roadway and the building.  
 

11.  Fire lanes must be designated; painted red with contrasting white lettering stating, “No Parking 
Fire Lane” A sign shall be posted in accordance with the CFC Section 503.3 and to the satisfaction 
and approval of the San Rafael Parking Services Division. 

 
12.  Provide address numbers plainly visible from the street or road fronting the property. Numbers 

painted on the curb do not qualify as meeting this requirement. Numbers shall contrast with the 
background and shall be Arabic numbers or letters. Numbers shall be internally or externally 
illuminated in all new construction or substantial remodels. Number sizes are as follows: For 
residential – 4” tall with ½” stroke. For commercial – 6” tall with ½” stroke. Larger sizes might be 
required by the fire code official or in multiple locations for buildings served by two or more 
roads. 

 
13.  This property is in a Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) area.  Provide a written Vegetation 

Management Plan (VMP) submitted to the San Rafael Fire Department.  This VMP must be 
completed and verified prior to final approval.  Refer to City of San Rafael Ordinance1856 that 
may be viewed at https://www.cityofsanrafael.org/vmp-san-rafael-fd/ or you may contact the Fire 
Department at (415) 485-3304 to schedule a time to meet with a vegetation management inspector. 

https://www.knoxbox.com/commercial-knoxboxes/
https://www.knoxbox.com/gate-keys-and-padlocks/
https://www.cityofsanrafael.org/vmp-san-rafael-fd/


Requirement of continued compliance with the approved VMP must be placed within 
CC&R’s. 

 
14.  Contact the Marin Municipal Water District (MMWD) to plan for the water supply – underground 

fire main serving the fire protection system. 
 

These preliminary comments could change as the project progresses through the review processes. 


